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Running Time: 
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“Killing Of The Tracker” 
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Feature Commentary: Director & Editor 
Feature Commentary: Producers 
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Excision/Alter ation: 


No Excisions Recommended. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 

Classification Decision: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have 
attained the age of 13 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains violence and content that may disturb. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: 21 August 2003 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The DVD Behind Enemy Lines is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have 
attained the age of 13 years. 

The DVD Behind Enemy Lines contains a feature previously dealt with by the Film and 
Video Labelling Body in video recording format and cross-rated "Unrestricted: Suitable for 
mature audiences 16 years of age and over" (M) on account of its equivalent Australian 
rating, as required by the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. The 
descriptive note "Contains violence and offensive language" was attached. The DVD version 
of Behind Enemy Lines subsequently also received an "M" rating in New Zealand. Flowever, 
the Chief Censor directed the Secretary for Internal Affairs to submit the DVD Behind 
Enemy Lines for examination and classification by the Classification Office, citing the higher 
subsequent classifications given to the DVD by both the Australian and British classification 
authorities, and the additional content on the DVD, which is not consistent in character with 
the feature. 
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The additional material on the DVD contains extended versions of three scenes, in 
particular, that are longer and more graphic than the versions of the same scenes in the 
feature. Two of these extended scenes contain stronger images of violence, while a third 
contains an extended version of a traumatic scene showing decomposing bodies in a mass 
grave. The intended audience for this material is spelled out quite clearly in warnings that 
the scenes in question "contain graphic violence and may not be suitable for persons under 
17 years". Commentaries by the director and editor also point to the graphic and disturbing 
nature of these versions of the scenes. The availability of this material to children is likely to 
be injurious to the public good. 

The right to freedom of expression has been weighed against the likelihood of injury to the 
public good. The disturbing nature of the additional material on the DVD makes a restriction 
necessary. The limitation on availability is reasonable, demonstrably justified and the 
minimum required to reduce the likelihood of injury arising from the availability of the DVD to 
children. 

Because of the nature of the additional material, the descriptive note "Contains violence and 
content that may disturb" is appropriate. 
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